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The Prosecutor, referring to the case against Dominic Ongwen before the ICC, 

understood the crimes of rape, sexual slavery and forced marriage to be distinct 

crimes with at least one material element not contained in the other. 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/record.aspx?docNo=ICC-01/12-01/18-430-Red
https://www.icc-cpi.int/uganda/ongwen


Taking into account its sexual aspects as well as its social and domestic dimension, 

the Chamber defined forced marriage as “the imposition of a marriage” (para 553) 

that “consists of forcing a person, regardless of his or her will, to enter into a 

conjugal union with another person through the use of physical or psychological 

force, the threat of force or coercive environment.” (para 559)  

 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/record.aspx?docNo=ICC-01/12-01/18-442-Red3
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/record.aspx?docNo=ICC-01/12-01/18-461-Corr-Red
http://www.rscsl.org/


In the case against Al Hassan the ICC moved away from the previous focus on 

exclusivity of the relationship, forced domestic labour and the absence of a 

marriage ceremony and stressed that these are only three among many indicators 

of forced marriage.  

The Court understood the policy of forced marriage to lead to rape and sexual 

slavery. Here it departed from previous interpretations of forced marriage as being 

subsumed within sexual slavery. 
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