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“forms of sexual slavery can, for example, be ‘practices such as the detention of 

women in “rape camps” or “comfort stations”, forced temporary “marriages” to 

soldiers and other practices involving the treatment of women as chattel, and as 

such, violations of the peremptory norm prohibiting slavery.’” (para 431)  
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Two other things are noticeable here. One, exclusivity might not be a marker of 

forced marriage, be it a form of sexual slavery, another inhumane act amounting to 

a crime against humanity, or a crime in and of itself. And two, the term ‘wife’ might 

describe more than one form of conflict-related gender-based and sexual violence 

that women experience. 
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