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To the LRA, women were “spoils of war, awarded as prizes without any more say in 

the matter than if they had been animals or inanimate objects … [They were] 

regarded … as … possessions: sometimes valued, but ultimately disposable and 

replaceable.” (Prosecution’s Pre-Trial Brief, para 500-501).  

https://www.icc-cpi.int/CourtRecords/CR2016_06511.PDF


The Defence, however, argued that it was subsumed under the crime of sexual 

slavery. The Prosecution countered that, taking advantage of a coercive 

environment, forced marriage served as a gateway for other sexual and gender-

based crimes such as sexual slavery. Similarly, the Pre-Trial and Trial Chamber 

were of the opinion that, generally, forced marriage will be committed in 

circumstances in which the victim is also sexually or otherwise enslaved by the 

perpetrator.  
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As Valerie Oosterveld argues, this categorisation reflects the conduct’s distinctive 

and multifaceted nature. It avoids a too-narrow categorisation that misrepresents 

the nature of the offence as a predominantly sexual crime. Instead, forced marriage 

is understood to include sexual and non-sexual elements.  
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